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What is the Anacostia River Sediment Project (ARSP)?

The Anacostia River Sediment Project is a plan to determine the nature, extent, and location of contamination 
in the Anacostia River, evaluate any potential for human health and ecological risks, study the best method(s) 
to clean up the river, present a proposed cleanup approach for public comment and make a final decision on 
the best cleanup method(s). Over 500 stakeholders were invited to participate in the first of several upcoming 
meetings about the project on June 21, 2017 at the Thurgood Marshall Academy PCS in Ward 8. 

What are current river conditions?

Event Summary

What are the potential risks for people?
• Potential risk evaluated for people who are wading, swimming, fishing and working on the shoreline
• Chemicals of concern include polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), dioxins, arsenic, and pesticides.

SURFACE WATER SEDIMENT EATING FISH 

There are no significant risks to swimmers associated with 
surface water anywhere in river, except after rain events

Risks associated with sediment 
are lesser south of the CSX bridge

CSX RR BRIDGE

Risks associated with eating fish 
are lesser north of the CSX bridge



Why did this happen?

What are unique challenges to cleaning the Anacostia River? 

Reduce the concentration of chemicals in the sediment in order to:

Potential sources of contamination

Potential cleanup challenges

Goals for the River

Past industrial use Storm sewers and 
combined sewer 
overflows

Agricultural and 
urban runoff

Landfills Illegal dumping Contaminated 
groundwater

This is an urban river 
and can’t be restored 
to its original form 
hundreds of years ago

This is a small 
watershed and doesn’t 
experience a lot of 
water flow to flush out 
chemicals

There is still sediment 
and potential pollution 
flowing into the river 
from upstream in the 
watershed

There are many 
different government 
agencies and 
landholders working 
on different cleanup 
efforts

This is an urban river so 
the sediment will need 
to be removed from the 
area (no land to air-dry 
and treat nearby)

Protect animals Protect fish Protect fisherman and others 
who eat fish

Prevent health risks to 
humans swimming or working 
in the river

Criteria for cleanup options:

• Overall protection of human health and the environment
• Compliance with federal standards and other applicable regulations 
• Long-term effectiveness and permanence
• Reduction of toxicity, mobility, and volume through treatment
• Short-term effectiveness
• Implementability (technical and administrative)
• Cost
• Regulatory agency acceptance
• Community acceptance



Potential ways to clean it up

No Action Institutional 
Controls

Monitored 
Natural 
Recovery

Enhanced 
Monitored 
Natural 
Recovery

Containment Removal Treatment Disposal

Laws, 
policies, 
signage, etc.

Burial and/
or natural 
biological 
degradation

Placement 
of a layer 
of sand 
and letting 
the system 
recover 
naturally

Capping 
sediment with 
a protective 
layer

Dredging and 
excavation

Biological, 
physical or 
chemical 
treatment, 
either on-site 
or off-site

Placed in 
a secure 
disposal 
facility, either 
on-site of off-
site

Questions raised during the meeting:

Q: Can the sediment dredged from the river be used for anything (like levees or road construction)? 
A: This will depend on the results of the studies of chemical levels

Q: How does climate change and sea level rise affect the river sediment? 
A: DC’s sea level is rising, and flooding is getting worse. Violent storms could disturb sediments and 
cause them to move downstream. 

Q: How does groundwater contamination affect river water quality? 
A: Iron has been identified as leaching from the Kenilworth landfill, but it doesn’t pose a risk. We will be 
doing more studies of groundwater.

Q: How does the Anacostia River Sediment Project relate to the land-based remediation sites? How do we 
use ARSP to improve parks, create better access to water, etc.?

A: All government agencies are working to dovetail the water-based and land-based projects. We need 
to continue to ask questions about how to link these efforts as we move toward implementation. 

Q: If we stir up sediment during cleanup, are we setting ourselves back by releasing buried contaminants? 
A: We have technology to minimize this risk. After dredging/removal, tests will be done to confirm how 
well it all worked. 

Q: Trash is still a major pollutant. Is there an effort to instate a bottle bill? 
A: There may be new openness to a bottle bill but it will have to come from community and advocacy 
groups. 

Q: What are impacts of toxicity on aquatic plants? How will vegetation be reintroduced? 
A: Grasses are the lungs of the river and an anchor the sediment. We will need to get more aquatic 
vegetation in the river through non-profit efforts. We are testing the areas with vegetation further 
for potential risks, and we are managing the goose population to improve survival rates for planted 
grasses. 

Q: Where does funding for cleanup come from? 
A: The government has been funding planning and studies. The ultimate cleanup costs will come from 
a combination of government funds and payments from the “Potentially Responsible Parties.” This will 
become a complex legal process and we are building the case now with these studies. 

Q: How deep down do we need to go to remove the contaminated sediment? 
A: Forthcoming report and studies will start to answer that, it will vary in different parts. 



There will be another public meeting about the Anacostia River Sediment Project in October, 2017, followed by at least 
one more additional event in 2018. Information about future meetings will be available online at 
doee.dc.gov/anacostiasediment. If you have further questions about the ARSP, please contact Gretchen Mikeska, 
Anacostia Coordinator with the Department of Energy & Environment, at gretchen.mikeska@dc.gov.

Planning

Public Engagement

Phase 1 Remedial Investigation (RI)

Phase 1 RI Report

Phase 2 RI

Next Steps

Complete Ongoing

• River bed survey
• Project work plan

• Conduct stakeholder interviews and address 
public comments

• Community Involvement Plan (CIP)
• Hold public meetings and issue fact sheets and 

press releases

• Collect river sediment, water and organisms
• Laboratory analysis and data validation of over 

900 samples

• Data analysis
• Human health and ecological risk assessments
• Surface water model
• Public comment period
• Prepare recommendations and analyze data 

gaps

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

• Collect additional river sediment, water and 
organisms (over 2,000 samples)

• Updated human health and ecological risk 
assessments

• Updated surface water model

• Phase 2 Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study 
(RI/FS) Report

• Public comment period
• Proposed Plan and cleanup approach
• Record of Decision (ROD)

Next steps

Anacostia River Sediment Project Timeline


